Splitboardi
snowboardi

backoountry runsand lin

ing up virgin, oftpiste
e ations that weould
neamally be out of reach (in

soame cases evan o snowmohiles
aricd helicoptars), this new approach
toanowhoarding is revolutionising
theway we ride. What was
previoushy unadtainabie is now
withinraach.
“Thesedays, alift passin Australia
oot ower 100 a diay, and you'ne
nol guaranteed access 1o the entine
mouniain,” says Adam Wast,
owner of FirsiLight Snowboards, a
splithoarding adventure compamy
based in Sydney, MAW, “Runsare
sometimes closed due ba poor coves,
arlifts are onhald chae bo wind.” he
=ays “With splithoarding, the only
lmniting factor isyou”
What is splithoarding?
This growing sport, pioneerad by
U5 snowboarder Jeremy Jones,

15 anamalgamation of skiing and
snowhoarding that leawes crowds
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LET'SSPLIT
is a hybrid of cross-country

that gives powderhounds
nitless adventure, By Tim Spicer

Eelvine and heads (nto the wild
far sornething considerably more
adventuranis, Andall it takesis
asimple bt of customisation,

Spedallsts divideanormal

| snewhboard lengthwise down the

| mickdle, thenadapt snowhoard
hindingsso thoy can be switched
Inito fronl-facing ski binding=. This
means you can stowboard downhill
then traverse cyoss-caiiniry and
uphill nsing the ks,

When riding on the snowboard,
e skis are held together by the
noimal snowboard bindings, which
attach to special baso plates. The
plates fasten actoss bath halves of
theboard and are secured by apin
There are also hooksan the nose
and tail to stop theends Napping
and acrossthe midsectlon tostap
kongitucdinal movennent. Wien you
want hoski uphill, you just pull the
pin and hooksfrom the bindings
and slicka theskis apart.

Bnd for extra traction, you stok

skilngand
cess tountouchedd

This growing sport leaves the
crow%irs behind and heads

into the wild for something
considerably more adventurous.

| Erippy fur skinsalong the bodtom of

| each ski.Likea dog's fur, it's smanth

| ome way and resistant the other,

| allowing forward movement, but

| rechicing backwards slip. soyoucan
ascend hils with relative sase

Where canl do a trip?

FirstLight Snowhoards arganise
spliftboarding adwentures out af
Syaney o Jindabyne, where the
expeditians bagin, Most trips last
three daysand fwao nights, with the
nights spent camyping oul unsder
thestars. You'll bulld a fire, cook up
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Although Australia
doesn't offer the
best snow, youllbe

powder most days.
=0t es = ]

theback coumtry in terms of the
ability required in Anstralia says
Wesst. “The main regjulremsent s
gooct aerchic fitness”
Splithoarding in Australia lsn't
that technical compared to other
countries, ank no moumtainearing
oF cimbing excperience s necessary.
Guidesteach basic navigation
lechniues using maps, compasses
and planning witha GPE. There
isalscan introduction bo using
franscelvers before keaving,
then a lunchtime reltesher inthe
hackoountry using a hidden beacon.
You'll be taught uphil movement
techiigues, how to choosea line
whenascending a mountain and

dinrer and crack open abest, And
Witk & maximum of four peofle
allowed oneach trip it sa great
chamce to b with mates.on
aproper adverture,
Jindabynemakes a good hase, as it
givizs the option of Both the Pecisher/
Gulkwga and Thredbo arsas

L Ripping up lawiess,
S backooumtey sno

FirstLight areone of the ondy touring
companiesin Austalia that olters
purely splitbaarding tours, but skiers
arewsloome 0 A ang too,

The night before thetripa sty
briefing isheldin Jndatyme o
evalualeeach rder's ability and the
weatler fnrecast, A routels then
mapped ol kor the followin g days
And gear i diveled mut. Thisincludes
asplithoard, skins, abackpachk. polas,
ashoved, probe, transceiver, spare
It als, food and water, Riders can
uzeeither normal snowboard beods
or Alpine ouring boots, Most paapile
stk with normal resart boots, but

how to dismantle and reattach your

spiithoard. Then, it'sallaboun making
frash tracks on the descent. Although
Australia doesn't offer the workd's
best snow, youwill get knee-dean
poweler most daysand, when riding
Jowy enanigh, there are some serioishy
good tree nins
FirstLight trigs run for three days
and twonights, and cost $400 per
person, fara group of thee, and 3100
EXLTA P parson et day. Spliboard
hire L= 8503 day Longer excursions
are available, but more planning
Is required, taking into account

weather and extra supplies
firstlightsnowbcards.coman =

Alpineboots are batter sufted to
boobpacking upsteeper sections.

Setting off early, you will [ raverse
Bew South Wales' vingin kntetland
batore tackling the slopes of elther
Iit Twrynam, Mt Ancerson, Blue |
Lake, Rams head or M Anton —and
carving frash tracks dowmhill These
backeountry trips can ascend as
hikgh i M Eosciusho (2228 meires),
Aunstralla’s highest peak, bt the
boarding thereisn't tooflash. The
Main range offers the most options
nAustralia, with Mt Twynarmand
the surroundingareas affering the
Iostgest runs

How much experience
doIneced?

“Aslongas you canride lrom topto |
bettomin the resortson the rafority
of thruns, youTe wel equipped for

CoBapsite
[piles, 305

Chlimbsling
skins, $195
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probe, §75

menstinessEagaelnacomm . | MF | 59



